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Federal Communications Commission § 73.1635

§ 73.1620 Program tests.
(a) Upon completion of construction

of an AM, FM or TV station in accord-
ance with the terms of the construc-
tion permit, the technical provisions of
the application, the rules and regula-
tions and the applicable engineering
standards, program tests may be con-
ducted in accordance with the follow-
ing:

(1) The permittee of a nondirectional
AM or FM station, or a nondirectional
or directional TV station, may begin
program tests upon notification to the
FCC in Washington, DC provided that
within 10 days thereafter, an applica-
tion for a license is filed with the FCC
in Washington, DC.

(2) The permittee of an AM or FM
station with a directional antenna sys-
tem must file an application for license
requesting program test authority with
the FCC in Washington, DC at least 10
days prior to the date on which it de-
sires to begin program tests. Also, an
antenna proof of performance must be
filed with the request by an AM or FM
station with a directional antenna.

(b) The FCC reserves the right to re-
voke or suspend program tests by any
station without right of hearing for
failure to comply adequately with all
terms of the construction permit or in
order to resolve instances of objection-
able interference.

(c) Unless sooner suspended or re-
voked, the program test authority con-
tinues valid during FCC consideration
of the application for license, and dur-
ing this period further extension of the
construction permit is not required.
Program test authority shall be auto-
matically terminated by final deter-
mination upon the application for sta-
tion license.

(d) All operation under program test
authority shall be in strict compliance
with the rules governing broadcast sta-
tions and in strict accordance with rep-
resentations made in the application
for license pursuant to which the tests
were authorized.

(e) Acceptance by the FCC of notifi-
cation of the station of program tests,
or the granting of program test author-
ity by the FCC, is not to be construed
by the permittee as approval by the
FCC of the application for station li-
cense.

(f) The licensee of a UHF TV station
which is not in operation on, but as-
signed to, the same allocated channel
which a 1000 watt UHF translator sta-
tion is authorized to use (see § 73.3516,
‘‘Specification of facilities’’), shall no-
tify the licensee of the translator sta-
tion, in writing, at least 10 days prior
to commencing or resuming operation.
The TV station licensee shall also cer-
tify to the FCC in Washington, DC that
such advance notice has been given to
the translator station licensee.

(g) Reports required. In their applica-
tion for a license to cover a construc-
tion permit and on the first anniver-
sary of the commencement of program
tests, applicants for new broadcast fa-
cilities that were granted after des-
ignation for a comparative hearing as a
result of a post designation settlement
or a decision favoring them after com-
parative consideration must report.

(1) Any deviations from comparative
proposals relating to integration of
ownership and management and diver-
sification of the media of mass
communciation contained in their ap-
plication for a construction permit at
the time such application was granted;
and

(2) Any deviations from an active/
passive ownership structure proposed
in their application for a construction
permit at the time such application
was granted.

(3) The reports referred to in para-
graphs (g)(1) and (2) of this section
shall not be required in any case in
which the order granting the applica-
tion relieved the applicant of the obli-
gation to adhere to such proposals.

[43 FR 32784, July 28, 1978, as amended at 45
FR 6401, Jan. 28, 1980; 47 FR 28388, June 30,
1982; 49 FR 38132, Sept. 27, 1984; 56 FR 795,
Jan. 9, 1991; 56 FR 25639, June 5, 1991; 57 FR
48333, Oct. 23, 1992]

§ 73.1635 Special temporary authoriza-
tions (STA).

(a) A special temporary authoriza-
tion (STA) is the authority granted to
a permittee or licensee to permit the
operation of a broadcast facility for a
limited period at a specified variance
from the terms of the station author-
ization or requirements of the FCC
rules applicable to the particular class
of station.
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